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In keeping with the blog it contains articles on topics not usually in the mainstream media or about people and 
topics that have been misrepresented by the mainstream. It looks at politics from an other angle.



Irish Times Reinforcing 
the Status Quo 

Narrative – A United 
Ireland is not possible: 

not even Post Brexit

‘Put your money in bricks and 
mortar’ sure it’s ‘as safe as 
houses’ and ‘it could happen to a 
bishop’. Apparent truths that no 
longer form part of our narrative. 
Repeated ad nauseam, as these 
‘truths’ were, people believed 
them and they became part of 
the collective discourse. That is 
until we discovered their brittle 
foundations and the real truth 
emerged.

Similarly in Irish politics, we have 
another list of ‘truths’:

1 ‘A United Ireland (UI) is not 
possible’

2 ‘Northerners and southerners are 
just too different’

3 ‘It’s another country’

4 ‘The loyalists will go mad’

All of these ‘truths’ have the same 
purpose: to maintain division 
between the north and the south, 
negate the notion that a UI could 
ever happen and maintain the 
status quo. ‘Comedy’ ‘satire’ and 
even ‘Gaelic football punditry’ 
– whereby the northern teams 
who had the audacity to come to 

the sacred grounds of Croke Park, 
take on the aristocrats of the game 
and beat them not once but twice 
and more and were thus singled 
out for derogatory, discriminatory 
and insulting treatment – have all 
been employed through national 
media to exacerbate this apparent 
difference between north and 
south.

Pat Sillane - Ulster Critic (Photo 
Credit: Thomas Day/Flickr)

How many more untested and 
nonsensical ‘truths’ are we 
prepared to tolerate? Of course 
like all successful and unproven 
‘truths’ there is some minute, if 
not irrelevant, truth in them that 
is magnified out of all relevant and 
meaningful proportion. So let’s look 
at these above four ‘truths’ then:

1. A UI is not possible 
unless a majority gives 
consent. So what then, 
if they give consent? Will 
it be consented or will we 
have another reason as to 
why it cannot happen? Is 

the growing Catholic 
population (potential but 
not guaranteed supporters 
of a UI) being wooed?

2. Northerner and southerners 
are of course different 
but so too are easterners 
and westerners. Does the 
Upper Malone Road 
have much in common 
with Sandy Row? Does 
Eglington Road have 
much in common with 
Buckingham Street?

3. Is ‘Northern Ireland’ really 
another country? Apart 
from the fact that Northern 
Ireland is not a country 
at all, under any kind of 
rational definition, ‘Northern 
Ireland’ may not even be 
part of the UK. See my 
blog.

4. And as for loyalists, who 
have been used and abused 
as a pawn of British policy? 
Well they may not be best 
pleased with a UI, that is 
true. However, the question 
is not whether they will ‘go 
mad’ but whether they will 
be supported and protected 
the way they once were. 
See my blog.

Regardless, and with the exception 
of a handful of recent Fintan O’ 
Toole articles and his participation 
in 66 Days, you could be 

Easter Proclamation (Photo Credit: Irish Army/Flickr)
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forgiven for assuming that The 
Irish Times (the ‘paper of record’ 
don’t you know?) were furthering 
this narrative. Not known for 
championing the cause of a UI, 
the Old Lady of D’ Olier Street are 
usually in keeping with, as Ivan 
Yates (former Fine Gael Minister 
– Fine Gael have always and 
traditionally been, ever since their 
roots in right wing extremism, 
opponents of Sinn Féin and all 
groups striving towards a UI) 
put it on the RTE politics show, 
Questions & Answers, “keep 
Fianna Fáil to the bottom with the 
exception of Sinn Féin”. 

Despite claiming to adopt “an 
independent political line”, The 
Irish Times has been relentless 
in their attacks on Sinn Féin 
for a long number of years, even 
attempting to link Sinn Féin’s 
IRA past with current ‘terror’ 
campaigns. The Irish Times may 
serve its readership better by 
examining it’s own foundations.

The Irish Times’ narrative on 
a United Ireland is equally 
unambiguous. They have being 
delivering and repeating, for 
decades, a narrative that states ‘A 
United Ireland is not possible’. 
A United Ireland that is under 
Irish rule as opposed to one under 
British rule, which they may of 
course support as does former 
Ulster Unionist and current media 
mogul John Taylor, also known as 
Lord Gilhooley.

In keeping with their narrative 
in last weekend’s (8 & 9 April 
2017) edition of The Irish Times 
Weekend Review, Journalist 
Simon Carswell, known mainly as a 
financial Journalist and Washington 
reporter, seeks to perpetuate that 
‘truth’ through careful selection of 
quotes from people he describes 
as former ‘IRA veterans’ and 
‘Hardmen’. The Irish Times’ use of 
a domineering green silhouetted 
photograph of all four men taking 
up the top half of the front page 

seeks to further impress upon us 
how authoritative and noteworthy 
these men must be. Their selected 
words must then obviously be the 
truth. The average Irish Times 
reader must have been asking 
themselves, why The Irish Times 
didn’t give them this kind of 
publicity in years gone by?

IRA Prisoner & Hunger Strike Mural 
(Photo Credit: Carrie Sloan/Flickr)

Having met Mc Kearney and 
Mc Intyre I would contest the 
‘Hardmen’ label. As experienced 
IRA volunteers, who possibly 
experienced every aspect of being 
a volunteer in a revolutionary 
movement they probably could 
have been described as ‘Hardmen’. 
However, as those days are long 
since over and these men now 
live in suburban style comfort, are 
well read and educated, they could 
be more accurately described as 
‘Hardintellectuals’ and ‘Gentlemen’ 
of the so-called republican 
‘dissenter’ class.

Carswell’s piece is a multi media 
piece including a Podcasted and 
Videoed addition to the Paper and 
On-line Written article. However, 
none of these appear to be 
connected. There are discrepancies 
between all of three versions and 
discrepancies between what the 
men say in this article and what 
two of them told this blog in 
interview two years ago for a radio 
documentary ‘Irish Republicans 
Opposed to the Good Friday 
Agreement’. While these men 
support peace, it does not logically 

follow that they support the ‘Peace 
Process’.

Carswell makes 3 main points:

1. A United Ireland will never 
happen (using the headline 
‘Ex-IRA Men: United Ireland 
It’s All Guff’, despite the 
fact that only one man said 
this).

2. ‘Northern Ireland’ might 
even be better off with 
UK – again only one of 
the ‘hardman’ says this 
(Colm Lynagh comment) – 
even if we aren’t entirely 
clear of the context in 
which his remark was 
made.

3. Brexit won’t derail the 
‘Peace Process’ and lead 
to violence – like Sinn Féin 
say it will (but let’s examine 
that more closely – Have SF 
started such a narrative?).

Allowing prominence to be given 
to, or even using, the opinions of 
experienced people is valid. These 
men experienced what they are 
talking about. They are as close 
as is humanly possible to the title 
‘Expert’. A title often bandied about 
with little meaning and assigned to 
people who are anything but. Not 
here though, that title is well 
earned. However, that does not 
give any journalist the right to 
select certain quotes and present 
them to support a separate 
agenda.

The headline attempts to give the 
impression that all 4 are opposed 
to the idea of a UI. While many 
of them may believe they will 
never see it, it does not logically 
follow that they oppose it. based 
on this article states and what I 
know from their opinions:

Gerry Mc Geogh – Supports it 
and sees it coming quicker than 
expected because of Brexit.

http://www.irishtimes.com/news/politics/northern-ireland-a-united-ireland-no-chance-1.3007108
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http://www.independent.ie/business/irish/irish-times-trust-unfortunately-seems-to-be-a-law-onto-itself-26067621.html
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/shankill-reaction-bring-on-brexit-but-not-a-united-ireland-1.3029533?mode=sample&auth-failed=1&pw-origin=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.irishtimes.com%2Fnews%2Fireland%2Firish-news%2Fshankill-reaction-bring-on-brexit-but-not-a-united-ireland-1.3029533
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/shankill-reaction-bring-on-brexit-but-not-a-united-ireland-1.3029533?mode=sample&auth-failed=1&pw-origin=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.irishtimes.com%2Fnews%2Fireland%2Firish-news%2Fshankill-reaction-bring-on-brexit-but-not-a-united-ireland-1.3029533
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/the-ex-ira-men-united-ireland-it-s-all-guff-1.3041131
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/50568517@N00/
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http://peterk.podomatic.com/entry/2015-05-10T15_29_04-07_00
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Colm Lynagh – hasn’t expressed 
an opinion either way except that 
he may be a Euro-Skeptic. He also 
strongly alludes to a unification 
between different shades of 
dissenting republicanism as well as 
among unionists.

Tommy Mc Kearney – Doesn’t 
see it and doesn’t necessarily want 
it – but not necessarily opposed 
either.

Anthony Mc Intyre – Doesn’t 
see it and doesn’t necessarily want 
it – but not necessarily opposed.

More worrying, Carswell introduces 
each man as being a supporter 
of the “Peace Process”. I was 
aware that these men support 
peace and have done for a long 
number of decades – longer than 
some in Sinn Féin – but that this 
did not automatically mean they 
supported the Process. Support 
the Good Friday Agreement (GFA), 
St. Andrew’s and Stormont? Was 
‘The Peace Process’ defined to 
them before the Journalist came to 
that conclusion? Listen at above 
radio documentary link.

Gerry Mc Geogh, who has also 
been very outspoken on matters 
relating to Catholics serving in 
north of Ireland civil service 
positions, declares a very clear 
interest and expectation of a 
UI following the Brexit vote and 
indeed claims that this was the 
reason that he and other Irish 
Republicans voted for Brexit. On 
Britain he says “we couldn’t care 
less about it”.

Anthony Mc Intyre’s comment on 
Sinn Féin threatening a return 
to violence if their wishes aren’t 
allowed has been described as a 
form of ‘Sinn Féin expansionism’ 
on the podcast. But was it Sinn 
Féin who started talk of Brexit 
threatening the ‘Peace Process’? 
Conduct a simple Google 
search and you won’t see Sinn 
Féin making such predictions on 
the first page search. In fact the 

‘The Leitrim Observer’ is first 
on the list where Enda Kenny says 
“We are not going back to…roads 
being blown up”. This is followed 
by an article in The Guardian 
predicting a return to war and 
then The Daily Telegraph and 
EU Chiefs. The vast majority of 
these articles were written before 
the Brexit Referendum had even 
taken place. Additionally it appears 
as if it is Fine Gael’s Enda Kenny 
who is making the strongest 
calls for a UI as opposed to Sinn 
Féin.

Sinn Fein leader, Gerry Adams (Photo 
Credit: Sinn Fein)

Wouldn’t this be an opportune 
moment to build real truths 
instead of creating a Brexit Fear? 
So that, when handled properly, 
not only can this be change be 
brought about through total 
peace, it can also bring about a 
United Ireland that is good for 
everybody. Why won’t the powers 
that be explain how that could be 
achieved rather than focusing on 
unsubstantiated and unhelpful fear 
as well as needless negativity? I 
guess they must be susceptible to 
that other ‘truth’ – ‘When you’re 
explaining you’re losing’.

Explaining (Photo Credit: Nikki Hamm)
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DUISBURG DIARIES 
OCTOBER 2016: Syrian 

Refugee Stories

Located in the centre of the 
Ruhrgebiet, once Europe’s 
industrial heartland, the city 
of Duisburg now lives in the 
shadows of those days. Even 
unemployment rates of 
15%, twice the national German 
average, do not fully portray 
the level of poverty that exists 
in the former industrial heavy 
weight. Duisburg is now one of 
Germany’s poorest cities that 
has witnessed a steady decline in 
its population, of around 50,000 
people, since the mid 1990s.

However, a walk through the city 
centre, ignoring some curious 
pieces of modern city art along 
the way, one could be forgiven for 
believing otherwise.

Lifesaver Fountain Duisburg (Photo Credit: 
Peter Kearney)

A state of the art public library, 
underground tram system and the 
impressive combination of the old 
industrial sector with the new in 
the Innhafen district, one of the 
world’s largest inland harbours, 
somewhat belies those statistics.

Furthermore, it is possible that the 
trend of population decline is in 
reverse. This is by and large due 
to the number of refugees that 
Duisburg has offered a home and 
some refuge to. According to local 
volunteers who work closely with 
refugees, Duisburg has around 25 
refugee camps which each house 
around 300 people.

They come from many different 
countries including Syria and, 
despite the corporate media’s panic 
and apparent fury after the body 
of Aylan Kurdi was washed up 
on a Turkish beach in September 
2015, refugees had been arriving 
in Europe for many years before 
that tragic and shameful loss of 
life. Not only were they arriving 
because of the war in Syria that 
began in 2011, but because tragic 
loss of life and war are features of 
human civilization on a permanent 
basis.

Given this permanency, you would 
imagine that a certain amount of 
planning would already be in place. 
Not so. Not even in Germany. In 
fact it is the absence of planning 
that has lead to the Duisburg 
region, one of the poorest in 
Germany, hosting more refugees 
than any other part of the 
country.

Lack of planning also means a 
confused refugee and asylum 
procedure that neither local 
volunteer nor refugee appear to 
understand. The refugee process 
appears to differ from one German 
city to the next and from one 
applicant to the next as, according 
to volunteers and those seeking 
refuge, the duration of application 
varies from one place to the next 
and from one applicant to the next 
and nobody is ever clear what 
stage they are at or what the next 
one will be. At the very least this is 
unGerman.

At no stage is it clear what the 
next step will be, how long it will 
take nor what is required to move 
matters along. What is clear is 
that everybody is confused and 
frustrated with incessant waiting 
and lack of communication. This 
kind of process can only add to the 
trauma that refugees have already 
experienced.

This is part of what I learned when 
I visited Duisburg in early October 

2016 and spoke to those closest to 
this crisis. They spoke about what 
lead them to come to Germany, 
how they got here and what they 
know about what lies ahead. I 
firstly spoke to:

‘Ahmed’ – Surviving Syria is only 
the Beginning

Fearing for the safety of his 
family and the retribution that 
the Syrian Army may exact upon 
them, ‘Ahmed’ is just a name he 
has given for the purposes of this 
story. Officially the Syrian army 
knows nothing of his whereabouts, 
otherwise his family would be in 
great danger, so sustaining this lie 
costs Ahmed’s father in monthly 
bribes. Something he needed to be 
mindful of as he left Syria.

Ahmed explained how he arrived 
in Duisburg after travelling through 
Lebanon, flying to Turkey and, 
after five days in Turkey, heading 
for Germany via the Greece and 
Eastern Europe. A journey that 
would take 25 days across land sea 
and air.

Refugees across the sea (Photo 
Credit: Sea-Watch Org)

He reached the Greek islands after 
a 2-hour boat journey from Turkey 
and paying a smuggler $1,600. 
Ahmed claims that smuggling is far 
from clandestine and is arranged 
in an office in full view and with 
the full knowledge of Turkish 
authorities.

Ahmed told me that part of 
the $1,600 went to the office 
where he arranged the boat to 

http://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/duisburg-s-post-industrial-zone-lures-roma-it-struggles-to-support-1.1662085
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/duisburg-s-post-industrial-zone-lures-roma-it-struggles-to-support-1.1662085
http://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/study-finds-alarming-increase-in-urban-poverty-across-germany-a-867209.html
http://population.city/germany/duisburg/
http://population.city/germany/duisburg/
https://baldpolitiks.wordpress.com/about/
http://www.ruhr-tourismus.de/en/cities-in-the-ruhr-area/duisburg.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/02/shocking-image-of-drowned-syrian-boy-shows-tragic-plight-of-refugees
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/02/shocking-image-of-drowned-syrian-boy-shows-tragic-plight-of-refugees
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/un-predicts-3-000-refugees-a-day-will-pass-through-balkans-1.2329113
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/un-predicts-3-000-refugees-a-day-will-pass-through-balkans-1.2329113
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/un-predicts-3-000-refugees-a-day-will-pass-through-balkans-1.2329113
http://www.bmi.bund.de/EN/Topics/Migration-Integration/Asylum-Refugee-Protection/Asylum-Refugee-Protection_Germany/asylum-refugee-policy-germany_node.html
http://www.bmi.bund.de/EN/Topics/Migration-Integration/Asylum-Refugee-Protection/Asylum-Refugee-Protection_Germany/asylum-refugee-policy-germany_node.html
https://www.flickr.com/photos/sea-watch/


Greece but the lion’s share went 
to the smuggler. Once he arrived 
on the Greek islands he texted a 
code, as instructed, to the office 
in Turkey to prove he had arrived 
in Greece. That large share of 
the payment is then made to the 
smuggler.

Refugees Welcome – Germany (Photo 
Credit: Jogi.sch)

In Greece he stayed on an island 
he called Aliki (not sure of exact 
name) before heading to Athens 
followed by Macedonia, Hungary 
by train, Croatia, Serbia and 
Austria before finally arriving in 
Germany. Over these 25 days 
he travelled by plane, boat, bus, 
train and by  foot from his city in 
western Syria to Duisburg. At no 
stage during that voyage did he 
ever feel safe or certain that he 
would reach a safe destination. But 
25 days later he did just that.

His introduction to Germany, 
however, was not the most 
comfortable and welcoming. Not 
the affluent Europe he had been 
lead to believe. Ahmed, along with 
so many others, spent his first 
few weeks and months in a cold, 
noisy and tense basketball hall of a 
disused German secondary school. 
Sharing an open sleeping space 
in bunk beds with close to 100 
people of different cultures and 
social backgrounds is not an easy 
task. Limits are tested, boundaries 
pushed and violence sometimes 
follows. Some of these facilities 
have no partitions between the 
beds and refugees use logs and 
branches from the nearby forest as 
a means of separation and a place 
to dry wet clothes. It’s basic to say 
the least.

After acclimatising himself to such 
living conditions, Ahmed found that 
escaping a war zone, paying sums 
of money to smugglers and risking 
his life in treacherous conditions to 
get to Germany would not be the 
end of his troubles. Now he had to 
face another obstacle, something 
that is at best nebulous and 
incomprehensible at worst – the 
German Asylum system.

Old Industrial Zone, Duisburg (Photo 
Credit: Peter Kearney)

Ahmed currently lives in 
the Neudorf camp, on the 
outskirts of Duisburg, where his 
accommodation has recently 
improved. He now shares a 
partitioned room with three other 
people. This is a step up from 
the basketball hall. However, the 
biggest problem is that he still 
does not have refugee status 
and without this he cannot work 
to earn money or properly fend 
for himself. He lives off the 
scraps he gets from the German 
Social Welfare office. Der BAMF 
(Bundesamt für Migration und 
Flüchtlinge) – The Federal Office 
for Migration and Refugees – are 
responsible for assigning this 
status.

Since arriving in Duisburg in 
November 2015 he has completed 
two interviews with The BAMF. He 
didn’t have his first interview until 
early August 2016. However, he 
still does not have any word or 
confirmation on his status. This 
is frustrating for Ahmed to say 
the least. Having escaped war 
and what he sees as persecution 
in Syria, travelled through 
treacherous conditions over, land, 
sea and air to get to safety, he 

is still faced with obstacles. This 
time it is an administrative and 
communicative obstacle. Not 
knowing and not having any status 
or right to work and not being 
able to get any clear information 
from those in charge. Furthermore 
his right to travel within Germany 
is restricted, as he is not even 
allowed to leave Duisburg.

Ahmed, along with many others 
I spoke with, feels the system is 
poorly organised and that different 
cities operate at different speeds. 
He believes he would have got 
a quicker response in the city of 
Essen. But for now at least he 
must wait for refugee status. If 
or when that arrives he may only 
get it for one year. The anxiety 
and uncertainty shows no signs of 
abating.

Der BAMF Germany (Photo Credit: 
Martin Kaulfuß)

In the meantime refugees, 
and those seeking refugee 
status, rely on support from 
volunteer groups and NGOs. 
Some of these groups are 
working to integrate local people 
with newly arrived refugees. 
One group, Flüchtling Helfen 
(Refugee Help), organises free 
breakfasts on the first Saturday 
of each month where locals and 
refugees meet. Ahmed attends 
these breakfasts in Neuberg and 
finds them useful. They also 
organise different sports and 
social activities where people can 
meet and establish connections. 
Mehr Flüchtlingshilfe e.V. is 
an important organisation I will 
discuss in a later blog. Another is 
an NGO called the A.W.O. which 
delivers integration courses that 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/120410914@N05/
https://baldpolitiks.wordpress.com/about/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/rockosupra89/
http://mehr-fluechtlingshilfe.de/


help refugees, and those seeking 
refugee status, to integrate into 
German society.

Ahmed’s thoughts about Syria are 
not hopeful, for the time being at 
least, although he wishes to return 
to rebuild his country. Were he to 
return now he would be forced to 
serve in the Syrian army or face 
prison. It could mean fighting his 
fellow countrymen and women, 
something he is keen to avoid. 
Furthermore his family name is 
associated to the Free Syrian Army 
(FSA), which would cause him 
obvious problems, with the regular 
Syrian army, as he went about his 
daily business passing through 
checkpoints. At least Ahmed is 
away from that, for now, and he 
has some security. Let’s hope the 
German asylum process can deliver 
for him and for others and offer 
them something more concrete as 
the war in Syria appears to have 
no end.

Syrian boy in refugee camp (Photo Credit: 
Eupalinos Ugajin)

https://www.flickr.com/photos/eupalinos/


What Benefit Would 
a Gold Mine Bring to 

Mid-Ulster, The Sperrin 
Mountains and Co. 

Tyrone?

Spanning from Derry in the west 
to the shores of Lough Neagh in 
the east, The Sperrin Mountains 
in Co. Tyrone are the North’s most 
extensive mountain range and 
listed as an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB).

The Sperrins and the Green Road (Photo 
Credit: Peter Kearney)

Having put past conflicts to bed, 
The Sperrins may be facing 
renewed conflict: An international 
mining company against a small 
farming community. Dalradian, 
a Canadian gold exploration 
company, is exploring the AONB 
for $3.5bn worth of gold.

Locals are concerned about major 
disruption to their way of life 
and Dalradian’s proposed use of 
cyanide in the mining process 
as it separates gold particles 
from extracted ore. This leaves 
the potential for a repeat of the 
cyanide leak at the Baia Mare gold 
mine in North Western Romania 
in January 2000, where cyanide 
leaked into local rivers, poisoned 
drinking water and killed over 80% 
of the fish population.

Fish kill after Cyanide leak in Baia Mare, 
Romania (Photo Credit: Earthworks)

Spokesperson for a local opposition 
group, Cormac Mc Aleer of ‘Save 
Our Sperrins’, says he has grave 
concerns about the use of cyanide 
and the “lack of experience and 
of expertise among the relevant 
environmental monitoring/
enforcement statutory agencies”. 
Mc Aleer claims the “lack of 
transparency that have emerged 
with Dalradian have exacerbated 
those concerns”. Dalradian 
disagree claiming they have 
“informed and engaged with the 
local community and stakeholders 
through a variety of means” 
since 2009 and currently have “a 
Community Engagement Team on 
site”.

Mc Aleer is concerned for the local 
environment given the proximity 
of the proposed mine to family 
homes, schools and the rivers 
Foyle and Ballinderry. Friends of 
the Earth’s James Orr has also 
expressed concern.

Current exploratory Mine in Sperrins 
(Photo Credit: Peter Kearney)

AONB status is there to “protect 
and enhance natural beauty whilst 
recognising the needs of the local 
community and economy”. Given 
budget cutbacks and fears over 
Brexit, the concern is that the 
needs of ‘economy’ may outweigh 
those of ‘community’ so attempts 
to create jobs may be welcome. 
However, as neither royalties 
nor taxation stay local, this may 
neither protect nor enhance.

Local Councillor Sorcha Mc Anespy 
is skeptical of Dalradian jobs 
claims of “over 400 well-paid jobs” 
where “a miner would earn around 
£40,000 per year”. In any case the 
region does not appear to need 
any further employment as local 

businesses complain of difficulties 
in finding staff and nearby Mid 
Ulster has comparatively low levels 
of unemployment. Dalradian claim 
that in building “Europe’s leading 
gold mine” they will create “at 
least 350 permanent jobs during 
operations”.

Councillor Mc Anespy was one of 
the many candidates in recent 
assembly elections who signed 
a pledge to “…oppose gold 
mining with its toxic processing 
plant, poisonous waste dumps 
and tailings in the Sperrins Area 
of Outstanding natural Beauty 
(AONB)”.

Sorcha Mc Anespy Election Pledge. (Photo 
Credit: Save Our Sperrins)

She claims Dalradian “weren’t 
totally upfront and honest about 
what they wanted at the start”. 
Dalradian currently operate on 
an exploration license, which 
means they are permitted to 
remove ore from the site for the 
purposes of “analysis, test, trial 
or experiment”. Their license does 
not permit the sale of extracted 
materials. However, the Crown 
Estate, who receives 4% royalties 
on all gold mined, denied this in 
local media when it was revealed 
that Dalradian shipped 15,000 
tonnes of ore to the USA. The 
Crown Estate said Dalradian “has 
permission to sell any gold”.

The future of the proposed mine 
depends on the outcome of 
Dalradian’s planning application, 
which they submit in the 
coming months. During the last 
Assembly, Infrastructure Minister 

https://baldpolitiks.wordpress.com/about/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/earthworks/
https://baldpolitiks.wordpress.com/about/
https://www.facebook.com/SaveOurSperrins/?hc_ref=SEARCH&fref=nf


Chris Hazzard announced this 
application should be subject to 
an independent public inquiry. We 
await the outcome.

VIDEO 
DOCUMENTARIES

1. Living with Injustice: 
The Imprisonment of 
Brendan Mc Conville 
(Published Friday 20 May 
2016)

2. Was Justice Done 
in Craigavon? The 
Imprisonment of Brendan 
Mc Conville & John Paul 
Wootton (Published 
September 2016)

These two student made 
documentaries aim to tell the 
story of the conviction of Brendan 
Mc Conville through the words 
of his parents Willie and Eileen. 
Mc Conville was convicted on 30 
March 2012, for the murder of 
PSNI Constable Stephen Carroll 
on 9 March 2009. He was arrested 
and held in prison since 10 
March 2009. A group calling itself 
“The Continuity IRA” claimed 
responsibility.

Mc Conville was convicted along 
with John Paul Wootton by a non-
jury trial and they remain in prison 
to this day, despite their claims and 
the claims of campaigners (Justice 
for the Craigavon Two – JFTC2) 
that it was a miscarriage of justice. 
Campaigners know Mc Conville and 
Wootton as “The Craigavon Two”.

When exploring this topic further 
I contacted the JFTC2 team and 
they told me that they believe 
Wootton and Mc Conville are 
innocent and they should be 
released as;

• The prosecutions’ key witness, 
known as Witness M, claimed 
to have seen Mc Conville at the 
scene even though he has a visual 
impairment.

• Witness M did come forward 
with this information for 11 
months.

• Witness M’s described Mc 
Conville as wearing a coat of a 
different style and colour from 
that presented by the prosecution.

• This coat, recovered within 
hours of the shooting, was dry 
yet the conditions that night were 
wet.

• The forensic examination of this 
coat and the fire-arm recovered 
after the shooting did not match.

• Although multiple sources of 
DNA were found on the coat only 
Mc Conville ‘s were followed up 
on.

• The tracking device, allegedly 
planted on Wootton’s car by 
MI5, that placed Mc Conville 
and Wootton at the scene of the 
shooting, went missing. When it 
was returned it was returned in an 
altered state with data missing.

• Although the assault rifle and 
several rounds of ammunition 
used in the shooting were 
recovered no forensic link was 
made to either of the two.

• At the time of their conviction, 
the prosecution claimed that the 
forensic tests carried out on the 
brown jacket in the car identified 
gun residue and DNA linking it to 
Mc Conville. As reported in The 
Irish News on 11 July 2009, they 
said the tests showed that Mc 
Conville was “more likely than not” 
to have been the wearer of the 
coat. Mc Conville denied owing or 
wearing the coat.

This same article in The Irish News 
goes on to say that a forensic 
scientist, who carried out tests on 
the brown jacket, said that while 
she found traces of substances 
that “could have originated from a 
firearms source” that the absence 
of “barium or mercury means that 

there may be another source”. 
She therefore concluded that the 
forensic results could only be 
regarded as “indicative” of the 
coat containing gun residue. It 
is also alleged that MI5 removed 
and tampered with a car-tracking 
device that they had placed on 
Wootton’s car.

In the early court hearings the 
resident magistrate admitted 
that he was not satisfied that the 
case against Mc Conville was the 
strongest but that it was enough 
to refuse Mc Conville bail. In an 
article published in The Newsletter 
on 4 March 2015, the widow of 
Constable Carroll, Kate Carroll, 
said that while she believes that 
Mc Conville and Wootton were 
not “totally innocent” that she 
believes that “the killers are still 
not apprehended”.

Mc Conville initially received a 25-
year sentence while the younger 
Wootton received a 14-year 
sentence, at their trial in 2012. 
However, Wootton’s sentence was 
increased by four years, on appeal 
by the PPS, in October 2014.

Having read the case information, 
and court transcripts, even to 
an untrained legal eye, the 
case against Mc Conville and 
Wootton appears weak and to be 
built on questionable evidence. 
Furthermore as credible personnel 
have attached to this case and 
spoken out about it, it warrants 
investigation. The case is currently 
closed yet it has been submitted 
to the Criminal cases Review 
Commission (CCRC) in London in 
order to seek a re-trial.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jhonXqDPlbM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fThrDS8aMaU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fThrDS8aMaU
https://jftc2.com/we-are-innocent/
https://jftc2.com/we-are-innocent/


EPISODE 8 – BaldPolitiKs 
– 8 February 2017 (Malaka 

Mohammed (BDS)

Martin Luther King – “True 
peace is not merely the absence 
of tension: it is the presence of 

justice.”

On this day 8 February 2017 
the world focus is on Palestine 
and the Boycott Divestment and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement against 
Israel. This week, and until 14 
February 2017, Gazan native and 
Phd candidate in the University of 
Exeter, Malaka Mohammed is on a 
talking tour of Ireland from Dublin 
to Sligo, Maynooth and Belfast. On 
this tour she is highlight the plight 
of Palestinian prisoners in Israeli 
jails and the BDS movement that 
opposes Israeli colonisation and 
occupation. If you want to know 
more simply check out https://
bdsmovement.net 

Let’s also have a look at some 
significant happenings on this day 
the 8 February.

SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS

1865 – Delaware refuses 
to ratify the Thirteenth 
Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution that outlawed Slavery 
in the United States.

1924 – Capital punishment: The 
first state execution in the 
United States by gas chamber 
takes place in Nevada.

1950 – The Stasi, the secret 
police of East Germany, is 
established.

SIGNIFICANT BIRTHS

1937 – Harry Wu, Chinese 
human rights activist.

EPISODE 9 – BaldPolitiKs 
– 22 February 2017 (Don 

Irvine (AIM)

Mitt Romney – “Donald Trump 
is a phony, a fraud. His promises 

are as worthless as a degree from 
Trump University.”

On this day, the 22 February 
2017 the world focus is on the 
USA and in particular the media 
reaction since the election and 
inauguration of Donald Trump. 
This time I get a viewpoint from 
right-wing/conservative watchdog 
body Accuracy In Media (AIM) and 
its chairman Don Irvine.I spoke 
with Don about media coverage 
since the election and inauguration 
of President Donald Trump. If you 
want to know more simply check 
out www.aim.org

Let’s have a look at some 
significant happenings on this day 
the 22 February.

SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS

1797 – The French Invasion of 
Britain begins near Fishguard, 
Wales.

1848 – The French Revolution 
of 1848, which would lead to 
the establishment of the French 
Second Republic, begins.

1924 – U.S. President Calvin 
Coolidge becomes the first 
President to deliver a radio 
address from the White House.

SIGNIFICANT BIRTHS

1732 – George Washington, 
American general and politician, 
1st President of the United States.

EPISODE 10 – BaldPolitiKs 
– 8 March 2017 (Paul Mc 

Laughlin (MOJO)

Mahatma Gandhi – “There is a 
higher court than courts of justice 
and that is the court of conscience. 
It supersedes all other courts.”

Welcome to the BaldPolitiKs, on 
the 8 March 2017, International 
Women’s Day, where the world 
focus is on miscarriages of justice 
and in particular the work of 
Scottish based miscarriages of 
justice group, MOJO. To find out 
about their work and the area of 
miscarriages of justice I spoke with 
one of their project managers Paul 
Mc Laughlin about miscarriages 
of justice. If you want to know 
more simply check out http://
www.miscarriagesofjustice.
org

But before we get to that let’s 
have a look at some significant 
happenings on this day the 8 
March.

SIGNIFICANT HAPPENINGS

1920 – The Arab Kingdom 
of Syria, the first modern Arab 
state to come into existence, is 
established.

1966 – Nelson’s Pillar in 
Dublin, Ireland, destroyed by a 
bomb.

2014 – Malaysia Airlines Flight 
370, carrying a total of 239 
people, disappears en route from 
Kuala Lumpur to Beijing.

SIGNIFICANT BIRTHS

None.
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